Maj. Gen. Derek P. Rydholm is the Deputy to the Chief of Air
Force Reserve, Headquarters U.S. Air Force Washington, D.C.
He assists the Chief of Air Force Reserve who serves as the
principal adviser on Reserve matters to the Secretary of the Air
Force and Air Force Chief of Staff. He facilitates matters
pertaining to the oversight of Air Force Reserve appropriations
for personnel, operations and maintenance, and construction
programs for a force of more than 70,000 personnel. As deputy,
he often represents the Chief with other Air Staff agencies in the
formulation and development of plans, policies and programs
affecting the Air Force Reserve. General Rydholm assists the
chief in developing the organizational architecture of the Air
Force Reserve in accordance with wartime requirements and
budget realities. During mobilization, he advises Air Force
officials on capabilities and issues related to plans and policies for
recall and mobilization of the Air Force Reserve.

General Rydholm is a 1983 graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy and a 1988 graduate of the U.S.
Navy Fighter Weapons School. Upon graduation from the Naval Academy, he completed pilot
training at Beeville, Texas, before being sent to fleet replacement training in the F-14 Tomcat at
Naval Air Station Oceana, Virginia. After flying F-14s operationally for three years, General
Rydholm then flew F-16s as an exchange pilot at Homestead Air Reserve Base, Florida. While
there he completed his commitment to the Navy and continued to fly the F-16 as an Air Reserve
Technician in the 482nd Fighter Wing. Prior to his current assignment, General Rydholm was the
Director of Plans, Programs and Requirements, Headquarters Air Force Reserve Command
(AFRC), Robins Air Force Base, Georgia.



